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Content Comparison of the Magqtal of Bihar al-’ Anwar
with the authentic early Magtals (case study: the Magtal
of Abu Mikhnaf and Irshad of Shaykh al-Mufid)

Abbas Boroumand A'lam*
Saber Zarei?
Abstract0

Forgery and distortion is a great plague that got involved many
historical narratives. Ashurai narratives have not only been spared
from this damage, but also by moving away from the time of
occurrence, they have gained an upward trend. The Maqtal of Bikar
al-’Anwar by Allameh Majlesi is one of the most important books
about the life of Imam Husayn (AS). The important question is
whether this book has been distorted according to the time of writing?
In other words, are the narratives of Bihar al-’Anwar's Magqtal
supported by historical Maqtals? By comparing the content of the
Magqtal of Bikar al- ' Anwar with two earlier and authentic Maqgtals and
extracting the differences, this research have evaluated the accuracy
and validity of its narrations in order to help to embellish the reports
of the Karbala event as an identity-giving movement. The findings of
the research show that none of the 65 doubtful narrations of Bikar al-
‘Anwar are supported by the Magtal of Abu Mikhnaf; Irshad Shaykh
al-Mufid also supports only 4 doubtful narrations of Bihar, and the
rest of the narrations of Bihar are either not present in this Magtal or

are mentioned with a different statement.

Keywords: Irshad Shaykh al-Mufid, Bikar al-'Anwar, distortions of
‘Ashiira, ‘Ashiira, Abu Mikhnaf's Magtal, Maghtal-Writing.
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