[ Downloaded from journal.isihistory.ir on 2026-02-01 ]

[ DOI: 10.61882/islamhistory.1.56.35 |

Article history:

Received 30 September 2024
Revised 05 December 2024
Accepted 15 December 2024
Published 21 December 2024

Quarterly Research Journal of Islamic History

Volume 14, Issue 56, pp 35-52

ISSN: 2251-9726

Ma‘asim al-Huda: An Early Refutation of al-'Uthmaniyya by al-Jahiz
and the Socio-Political Context of Its Composition

Ahmad. Ebrahimizadeh®, Mahdi. Mojtahedi® @, Hamidreza. Sanaei®

LPhDin History and Civilization of Islamic Nations, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran
2 Assistant Professor, Department of History and Civilization of Islamic Nations, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran

* Corresponding author email address: mmojtahedi@um.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Original Research

How to cite this article:
Ebrahimizadeh, A., Mojtahedi, M., &
Sanaei, H. (2024). Ma‘asim al-Huda:
An  Early Refutation of al-
‘Uthmaniyya by al-Jahiz and the
Socio-Political ~ Context of Its
Composition.  Quarterly Research
Journal of Islamic History, 14(56),
35-52.

© 2024 the authors. This is an open
access article under the terms of the
Creative  Commons  Attribution-
NonCommercial 4.0 International
(CC BY-NC 4.0) License.

Several refutations have been written against al- ‘Uthmaniyya by al-Jahiz, a
work that denied the Imamate and virtues of ‘All (peace be upon him).
Among the oldest of these refutations is Ma‘asim al-Huda wa-al-Isabah fi
Tafdil ‘Alr “ala al-Sahabah by Hamid al-Din al-Kirmani (d. after 411 CE), a
work over a thousand years old. Only the second half of its manuscript is
currently available, and it has remained neglected and unpublished. In this
study, through introducing this work, explaining its place within al-Kirmani’s
corpus, and determining its date of composition, an attempt is made—using a
descriptive-analytical method—to answer the question: What influence did
the political-social conditions have on the writing of this book? It appears
that the denial of the Fatimid claim of descent from “Alt (peace be upon him)
by the Abbasid caliphate—which had been endorsed by certain Sunni and
Shi‘i scholars—prompted al-Kirmani to compose four books on the Imamate.
Ma‘asim al-Huda is one of these works. Although it adopts a moderate
approach, contrary to the assumption found in some sources, it does not
contain a chapter on the virtues of the first caliph.

Keywords: al-Jahiz, al- ‘Uthmaniyya, Hamid al-Din al-Kirmani, Ma‘asim al-
Huda, codicology.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The study explores one of the earliest Isma‘ili responses to the polemical al- ‘Uthmaniyya by al-
Jahiz. Authored by the eminent Isma‘ili philosopher and theologian Hamid al-Din al-Kirmani (d. after
1020 CE), the work represents a significant intellectual intervention in early Islamic debates concerning
the legitimacy of the Imamate during the period of Fatimid—Abbasid rivalry. Adopting a descriptive-
analytical methodology, the research contextualizes the treatise within its historical, political, and
theological milieu to determine the factors that motivated al-Kirmani to compose Ma ‘asim al-Huda wa
al-lsabah fi Tafdil ‘Ali ‘ala al-Sahabah. Previous bibliographical and historical studies—most notably
those of Ivanow (1963), Poonawala (1977), and Walker (1999)—attest that only the second half of the
manuscript survives, preserved in the Amir al-Mu’minin “Al1 Library in Mashhad. The article positions
the composition of Ma ‘asim al-Huda amid the sectarian dynamics of the early eleventh century, when
the Abbasid caliphate publicly denied the Fatimids’ descent from Imam ‘Ali, prompting al-Kirmani to
defend the Isma‘ili doctrine of the Imamate through four major treatises, of which Ma ‘asim al-Huda is
the most philosophically moderate yet politically charged (Ivanow, 1963; Walker, 1999; Daftary, 2012).

The introduction situates the treatise against the intellectual background of al-Jahiz’s al-
‘Uthmaniyya, a Mu 'tazilite tract that sought to affirm the primacy of the first caliph Abt Bakr over “Al1
ibn Abi Talib while undermining the Shi‘i understanding of hereditary succession. As al-Mas ud1 (1409)
observed, al-Jahiz’s polemic was composed “to extinguish the truth and oppose its people.” The text’s
notoriety derived largely from the numerous refutations it provoked, of which Ma ‘a@sim al-Huda remains
the sole extant Isma‘ili response. Within the wider Shi‘i theological tradition, the work belongs to the
genre of raddiyyat (refutations), which flourished from the ninth to eleventh centuries as scholars
defended doctrinal orthodoxy against rival sects. Al-Nadim’s al-Fihrist had already listed 369 such
refutations across theology, jurisprudence, and logic by the tenth century, with Mu‘tazilite thinkers
being the most prolific authors (Tawtsi Masrir, Pakrawan, & Salarian, 2022). Shi‘i theologians,
especially al-Mufid, produced dozens of these works to affirm the Imamate and counter Mu ‘tazilite
rationalism (Pakrawan, Valavi, & Tawisi, 2020). Against this backdrop, al-Kirmani’s treatise
exemplifies how Isma‘ili authors integrated rational dialectics with esoteric exegesis, positioning
Ma ‘asim al-Huda as a bridge between philosophical theology and sectarian apologetics (Daftary, 2004;
Landolt et al., 2008).

A substantial portion of the article examines al-Kirmani’s position within the Isma‘ili da ‘wa
hierarchy. He held the title Hujjat al- ‘Tragayn (“Proof of the Two Iraqs”) and served as chief missionary
during the reign of the Fatimid caliph al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah (996-1021 CE). His intellectual breadth
and mastery of Aristotelian-Neoplatonic philosophy made him one of the most influential Isma‘ili
thinkers of the period (Landolt et al., 2008). Sources such as ‘Uyin al-Akhbar by Idris ‘Imad al-Din
(1420) enumerate eighteen of his extant works, including Rahat al- ‘Aq/, al-Masabih fi Ithbat al-Imama,
and al-Agwal al-Dhahabiyya. Internal textual evidence within Ma ‘asim al-Huda—references to a 1009
decree by al-Hakim and citations of al-Masabih—suggests that it was composed between 1009 and 1018
CE, before al-Kirmani finalized Rahat al- ‘Aql in 1020 (Walker, 1999; al-Kirmani, 2007). The study
interprets the work as part of al-Kirmani’s broader effort to legitimize the Fatimid Imamate through
reasoned theological discourse while countering Abbasid propaganda (Daftary, 2012; Meisami, 2018).

The socio-political reconstruction provided in the research reveals that Ma ‘asim al-Huda was
written in an era of sharp ideological contestation. During the late tenth and early eleventh centuries, the
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Biiyids controlled much of Iran and Iraq, maintaining a precarious alliance with the Abbasids despite
their Zaydi sympathies. Meanwhile, the Fatimids consolidated their rule in Egypt after 969 CE and
pursued a universal claim to the Imamate through an extensive network of missionaries stretching from
North Africa to Persia (Badakiiba, Bayat, & Fazli, 2010). Historical sources such as Ibn al-Jawzi (1412)
and Ibn al-Athir (1997) describe recurrent conflicts between Fatimid agents and Abbasid loyalists,
including the public recitation of the Fatimid khurba in Mosul in 1009 and subsequent Abbasid
retaliation. In response, Caliph al-Qadir organized a large assembly in Baghdad in 1011 CE, attended by
prominent Sunni and Shi‘i scholars such as al-Mufid and al-Sharif al-Murtada, where a decree was
issued denying the Fatimids’ genealogical connection to Imam ‘Ali. This pronouncement—endorsed
across sectarian lines—posed a direct challenge to the legitimacy of the Fatimid dynasty. The research
argues that this event, together with increasing political repression of Isma‘ilis in Iraq and Iran,
catalyzed al-Kirmani’s composition of Ma ‘asim al-Huda as a reasoned rebuttal and affirmation of
Fatimid descent (Ibn al-Jawzi, 1412; Ibn Khallikan, n.d.; al-Muqaddasi, 1996).

The philological analysis of the manuscript constitutes another major contribution. The surviving
half of Ma ‘asim al-Huda begins at chapter 31 of Book Three, devoted to the exclusive attributes
(khasa 'is) of Imam ‘Al1 that no other Companion possessed. Each section ends with the formula “Abt
Bakr has no share in this virtue,” emphasizing the absolute singularity of ‘Ali’s merits. Book Four
enumerates sixteen qualities shared by both ‘Al and Abl Bakr yet demonstrates ‘Ali’s superiority in
each. Contrary to an early bibliographical error in al-Dhari‘a by Aqa Buzurg Tihrani (1984)—which,
based on Majdii’s (1966) abbreviated catalogue, inferred that one section praised Abt Bakr—the full
manuscript title of Book Five reveals that the discussion ultimately refutes Abii Bakr’s eligibility for the
Imamate. Thus, the study corrects earlier assumptions, establishing that Ma ‘asim al-Huda is not an
ecumenical work but a carefully reasoned demonstration of ‘Ali’s preeminence. The analysis further
notes that the loss of the first half of the manuscript occurred centuries before Idris ‘Imad al-Din
described it in the twelfth century, confirming its early fragmentation (Poonawala, 1977; Sazgin, 1991).
Through its structured chapters and repeated rational proofs, the treatise reflects al-Kirmani’s dual
engagement with philosophical logic and scriptural authority.

The discussion section of the article situates Ma ‘asim al-Huda within al-Kirmani’s broader
intellectual project alongside al-Masabih fi Ithbat al-Imama, al-Agwal al-Dhahabiyya, and al-Kafiyya.
Collectively, these works form a comprehensive defense of the Imamate written under increasing
Abbasid hostility. Ma ‘asim al-Huda exhibits a measured rhetorical tone, avoiding excessive invective
against opponents while grounding its argumentation in rational discourse. Its concluding passage
laments a world where “falsehood reigns over truth” and exhorts believers to adhere strictly to divine
command rather than sectarian controversy—a probable allusion to the 1011 Baghdad decree (Walker,
1999; al-Kirmani, 2007). This restrained style distinguishes the treatise from other Shi‘i refutations of
the period and underscores al-Kirmani’s synthesis of theological conviction with philosophical
composure.

In summary, Ma ‘asim al-Huda constitutes a vital artifact of early eleventh-century Islamic
intellectual history. It illuminates the intersection of theology and politics in the Fatimid—Abbasid era
and demonstrates how Isma‘ili scholars employed reasoned polemic to affirm both doctrinal truth and
dynastic legitimacy. Beyond serving as a rebuttal to al-Jahiz’s al- ‘Uthmaniyya, the text embodies an
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Isma‘ili vision of leadership grounded in divine wisdom and rational order. By reintroducing this
neglected manuscript through codicological and contextual analysis, the research contributes to the
recovery of a missing chapter in Shi‘i philosophical heritage and deepens understanding of the dialectic
between authority, knowledge, and faith in medieval Islam (Meisami, 2018; Daftary, 2004; Walker,
1999).
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