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The role of Uch-Kilisa in the relations between
Armenians and Qajar kings with the emphasis on the
Persian decrees of Matenadaran

Mohammad reza Alam*
Arsen Avagyan®
Abbas Igbal Mehran®
Abstract

Religion and religious institutions play a significant role in
regulating the relationship between people and government
institutions. Uch-Kilisa (Three Churches) has played a special role
throughout Armenian history. Etchmiadzin Cathedral is one of those
triple churches and the first cathedral in the history of Christianity that
was able to unite the divided Armenian people for a stable coexistence
with the people of Iran. This research aims to analyze the role of the
high church in regulating the relationship of the Armenian people
living in the closed countries of Iran during the Qajar period. Findings
of the research indicate that Uch-Kilisa as a religious institution
during the Qajar period, played a strategic role in regulating the
relationship between Armenians and the Iranian government, so that
the stability and durability of the Armenian nation were owed to Uch-
Kilisa, and the Qajar kings communicated with the Armenians living

in Iran through this religious institution.

Keywords: Armenians, Uch-Kilisa, Decrees of Matenadaran,
Etchmiadzin Cathedral, Christianity in Iran.

1. professor, Department of History, Shahid Chamran University, Ahvaz, Iran
(corresponding author). alam@scu.ac.ir

2. professor, Department of Yerevan State University, Yerevan, Armenia.
a.avagyan@mfa.am

3. PhD student of Iranian Islamic history, Shahid Chamran University, Ahvaz, Iran.
abass.em1987@gmail.com

VE) Dl cniihs e o ok (om3lss m.zléfif%ﬁ,z

*¢


mailto:alam@scu.ac.ir

DIl s cpnl 3 ST L S Ol 5 el Slsbis 5 LlS ) 25

*¢

4\

ael 9

wall Ol 53 (L sSISI) plaeh aielst o S o 5 ol 5 o Fodes 3l
Ol w355 53 OF S ol LS G Sl 513 s 0T oKl 55 Ol
Olgeany OF 31 acalyl Osma 3 ol SIS S Olgr 53 OG5 285 diileon
e 010 S 1 53 oS s e sl edie saliasl b e O1SCe e il
Lol s st ey L o e s el & sl ol LS G 51 518
Aoz o (LlSe) TS =5 OF 4 b glate 5 0L 50 o308 ey 1y 2l
5 e n i O gl SladS 55 5 iaba] S5 LS w0 LS zs!
) SglisBly e s islian e (sladS 55 o5Lal LIS o
2513 13 Olesl 5508 53 (S5

Olinsl )l enles g SV5b 5 poadd (Sl B3 51 Ol 5 Ol il
Gl oo ol 13 anlllas 5y 50 535 55k 4 Ol &0 L bl 03 Ol o3 1)
L Ll slowl o5 a5 039 )l ann 3315 3550 sl (ol 03 50 i 5 310 5
SldS o e oL s sl o T Siles 5l Ble 563 S Lo
aaldge e 4 ool Comms 30 3 el GLecdS (s (0 3lar | mal
aian oy wséjlj Ol g 5 Ol ol VLI 5 Sl Ol ol Clgs slaS 5
S Sl s Sz Ol 53 S 03 B 5 XS e SISy ess s
S A e sl LSl 45 pame ] s 333 3 (M lS5L) s e
Sl sl o Ol )| SLLE B g 53 3l nl il slclS e (slins
3 by S sS Ol Ll 511t el ey OLL 4 (3 YT L Ly
L SLadl e ooy 5 4SS Ol ol octls p amb O Lol 55 Ol pl o ponlons 4

1. Etchmiadzin.
2. Holy See.

3. Uch-Kilisa.
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