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Following a dispute with Mohammad Reza Shah over the appointment of the
Minister of War in his second cabinet, Mohammad Mosaddegh resigned from
the premiership on July YA, Y4eY, This event led to the uprising of the Iranian
people on July YV, Y4eY against the government of Ahmad Qavam (Qavam
al-Saltaneh). In this context, on July Y+, Y3°Y the people of Hamedan, dressed
in burial shrouds (kafan-pushan), set out for Tehran. The present study
examines the political, social, and cultural components underlying support for
Mosaddegh’s National Government and seeks to explain the reasons behind
this historical movement, as well as the role of national leaders, political
parties, and religious and national factors in its formation. To date, no
comprehensive study has been conducted to explain the local and regional role
of the Hamedan movement in support of Mosaddegh’s government.
Employing a descriptive-analytical method and drawing upon archival
documents, library sources, and oral history data, this research attempts to
explain the emergence of this event and its impact on Mosaddegh’s return to
power. It appears that the movement of the shroud-clad people of Hamedan
contributed to transforming the political atmosphere, strengthening public
support for Mosaddegh, and facilitating the restoration of his government.
Keywords: Mosaddegh Government, July YV, Y4eY Uprising, Nationalization
of the Oil Industry, Hamedan.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The nationalization of the Iranian oil industry constituted one of the most significant political and
social movements in modern Iranian history, profoundly reshaping the relationship between society, the
state, and foreign powers. Emerging from widespread dissatisfaction with foreign domination over Iran’s
natural resources and fueled by aspirations for national sovereignty, the movement evolved into a broad-
based struggle against both domestic authoritarianism and external colonial influence. Under the
leadership of Mohammad Mosaddegh, the National Front succeeded in transforming the demand for oil
nationalization into a nationwide political cause that mobilized diverse social groups across the country.
The movement’s success depended not only on national leaders and political elites but also on the active
participation of local communities whose support sustained the broader struggle. Consequently,
understanding the dynamics of the national movement requires an examination of local experiences and
regional mobilizations that connected national objectives with grassroots activism. Hamedan occupied a
distinctive position within this process. The city became one of the most active regional centers supporting
the National Front and Mosaddegh’s government, particularly during the political crisis of July Y3eY,
when Mosaddegh resigned following a dispute with Mohammad Reza Shah over control of the Ministry
of War. The subsequent appointment of Ahmad Qavam as prime minister triggered widespread public
opposition throughout Iran, culminating in the uprising of July YV, Y4°Y. Among the most remarkable
manifestations of support for Mosaddegh was the movement of the shroud-clad volunteers of Hamedan
who departed for Tehran on July Y+, Y4°Y to oppose Qavam’s government and defend the National
Government. This episode reflected a deep convergence of political, social, religious, and cultural forces
within Hamedan that had developed over several years and contributed to the city’s emergence as a leading
regional supporter of the national movement (Abrahamian, ) 19A); (Momen, Y+ Y?); (Bahrami, ) 4AY),

The political foundations of support for the National Government in Hamedan were rooted in the
vibrant political environment that emerged after the abdication of Reza Shah in Y4 ¢). The expansion of
political freedoms facilitated the formation of numerous parties, associations, and civic organizations that
competed for influence while simultaneously increasing public political awareness. Among the most
influential organizations were the Tudeh Party, the Islamic Propagation Society, the Islamic Education
Society, and various branches of the National Front. The Tudeh Party established an extensive
organizational network in Hamedan and actively engaged workers, teachers, students, and intellectuals
through publications, rallies, labor unions, and social organizations. Although the party frequently
opposed the National Front and sometimes engaged in direct confrontations with its supporters, its
activities inadvertently contributed to heightened political consciousness and stimulated broader political
participation throughout society. In response to the ideological challenge posed by the Tudeh Party and
other secular movements, religious organizations intensified their efforts to mobilize believers and
promote Islamic values within public life. The Islamic Propagation Society and the Islamic Education
Society developed extensive local networks that connected religious leaders, merchants, educators, and
ordinary citizens. These organizations not only promoted religious education but also increasingly aligned
themselves with the anti-colonial and nationalist goals of the oil nationalization movement. Their activities
strengthened collective solidarity among religious segments of society and created organizational
structures capable of supporting political mobilization on behalf of Mosaddegh and Ayatollah Kashani.
As a result, political competition among rival organizations paradoxically contributed to the development
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of a politically engaged public sphere that facilitated mass participation in the national movement
(Jafarian, Y+ +1); (Karamipour, Y+ +V); (Kianouri, Y+ + +); (Abrahamian, Y 14A); (Bahrami, Y34+).

The establishment and expansion of National Front organizations in Hamedan further reinforced
the city’s political engagement with the national movement. Following Mosaddegh’s assumption of office
in Y42) abranch of the National Front was established in Hamedan and rapidly attracted support from a
broad coalition of political, religious, and civic organizations. This coalition included the Hamedan Bazaar
Youth Organization, the Society of Militant Muslims, the Hamedan branch of the Toilers Party, the
National Force Party, local religious associations, and the Iran Party. Newspapers such as Natig-e
Hamedan, Nameh-ye Tarikh, and Bazaar functioned as influential media organs that disseminated
nationalist ideas and promoted support for the government. The Bazaar Youth Organization, led by Ali
Pouyandeh, emerged as one of the most active groups within the coalition, organizing demonstrations,
publishing statements, and mobilizing public opinion in favor of nationalization and governmental
reforms. Likewise, the Society of Militant Muslims provided religious legitimacy to the movement and
facilitated cooperation between nationalist and religious forces. The Toilers Party and other affiliated
organizations expanded political participation among urban professionals, artisans, and workers. Although
ideological differences occasionally produced tensions within the coalition, the shared objective of
defending national sovereignty and supporting Mosaddegh enabled these organizations to cooperate
effectively. Their coordinated efforts created an extensive network of political communication and
mobilization that played a decisive role in preparing the population for collective action during critical
moments such as the July Y3°Y crisis. Through rallies, publications, speeches, and organizational
activities, these groups transformed support for the National Government into a powerful local movement
with broad social foundations (Safari, Y43Y); (Momen, ) 4A®); (Najati, ) 4A%); (Katouzian, Y14Y).

This study employs a descriptive—analytical historical methodology to investigate the political,
social, and cultural factors that contributed to Hamedan’s leadership in supporting the revival of
Mosaddegh’s National Government. The research draws upon a diverse body of primary and secondary
sources, including archival documents preserved in the National Archives and Library Organization of
Iran, contemporary newspapers and periodicals, parliamentary proceedings, organizational records, oral
history interviews, memoirs, and scholarly publications concerning the oil nationalization movement and
local developments in Hamedan. Particular attention is devoted to examining the interaction among
political organizations, religious institutions, educational centers, social classes, and local leadership
networks. The study analyzes the processes through which these actors mobilized public support for the
National Government and evaluates the significance of the movement of Hamedan’s shroud-clad
volunteers during the July Y 4°Y uprising. By integrating documentary evidence with oral testimonies and
contemporary media accounts, the research reconstructs the historical context in which political
participation expanded and explores the mechanisms through which local activism influenced national
political developments. The analytical framework emphasizes the interrelationship between political
organization, social mobilization, and cultural transformation as complementary dimensions of collective
action within the broader national movement.

The findings demonstrate that support for the National Government in Hamedan emerged from the
interaction of multiple political, social, and cultural forces rather than from a single organizational or
ideological source. Politically, the existence of numerous parties and associations created an environment
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characterized by high levels of civic engagement and political awareness. Competition among nationalist,
religious, and leftist organizations encouraged public debate and facilitated the dissemination of political
ideas across different social groups. Socially, support for the national movement extended far beyond
traditional political elites. Merchants, artisans, religious scholars, students, teachers, government
employees, industrial workers, truck drivers, landowners, and rural residents all participated in varying
degrees. While local landlords often maintained reservations regarding the movement, urban middle
classes overwhelmingly supported nationalization because it promised greater political freedoms, legal
protections, economic opportunities, and national independence. Religious leaders played a particularly
significant role by connecting nationalist goals with religious values and mobilizing broad segments of
the population through mosques, religious schools, and community organizations. Cultural developments
further strengthened public engagement. The expansion of modern and religious educational institutions
increased literacy, political awareness, and civic consciousness among younger generations. The activities
of the Islamic Education Society provided an organizational framework through which cultural and
political activism could be integrated. The celebration of Avicenna’s Millennial Festival enhanced
Hamedan’s cultural prestige, increased communication between local society and national intellectual
circles, and contributed to greater public awareness of national affairs. Meanwhile, the establishment of
Radio Hamedan and the rapid growth of local newspapers created powerful mechanisms for the
dissemination of political information. These media outlets informed -citizens about national
developments, publicized the positions of political organizations, and encouraged participation in
collective action. The convergence of these political, social, and cultural factors generated a remarkable
level of public solidarity that culminated in the mobilization of Hamedan’s shroud-clad volunteers. Their
march toward Tehran represented not merely a symbolic act of protest but a practical demonstration of
regional commitment to the restoration of Mosaddegh’s government. The movement helped break the
atmosphere of intimidation created by Qavam’s administration and contributed to the broader nationwide
mobilization that ultimately led to Mosaddegh’s return to power.

The case of Hamedan illustrates how successful national movements depend upon the integration
of local political structures, social networks, and cultural institutions into a unified framework of collective
action. The revival of Mosaddegh’s National Government cannot be understood solely through
developments occurring in Tehran; it must also be interpreted through the contributions of provincial
communities whose participation transformed national aspirations into a mass movement. In Hamedan,
political parties, religious organizations, educational institutions, newspapers, and local leaders
collectively cultivated a political culture characterized by civic engagement, national consciousness, and
resistance to perceived threats against popular sovereignty. The cooperation of diverse social groups—
including merchants, religious scholars, workers, students, teachers, and professionals—demonstrated an
unusual degree of social solidarity that transcended ideological and occupational divisions. Local
leadership served as a crucial intermediary between national figures and ordinary citizens, translating
broad political objectives into practical forms of mobilization and participation. The movement of the
shroud-clad volunteers to Tehran represented the culmination of these processes and symbolized the
readiness of local communities to intervene directly in national affairs when fundamental political
principles were perceived to be at risk. The evidence suggests that Hamedan functioned as an important
regional center of nationalist activism whose contributions extended beyond symbolic support and exerted
tangible influence on the political outcome of the July Y3eY crisis. The interaction among political
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mobilization, social participation, and cultural development created a powerful foundation for collective
action and enabled Hamedan to emerge as one of the leading provincial supporters of the National

Government during one of the most critical moments in modern Iranian history.
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