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The Conquest of Mecca in 1Y+ CE (A AH) constitutes one of the most significant and
sensitive events in Islamic history. Its consequences were not confined to the military
or political spheres; rather, it brought about a profound transformation in the structure
of power, social order, and patterns of unity and integration across the Arabian
Peninsula. The central issue of the present study is how this historical event succeeded
in guiding a society characterized by fragmentation, protracted and violent tribal
conflicts, the absence of centralized authority, and dispersed sources of legitimacy
toward political and social cohesion and the formation of a comprehensive communal
identity (ummah). Employing a descriptive-analytical method, relying on primary and
authoritative sources of Islamic history, and utilizing causal analysis of historical
events, this article focuses on elucidating the mechanisms through which unity and
social integration were achieved following the Conquest of Mecca. The findings
indicate that the policy of general amnesty, the dismantling of the polytheistic order in
Mecca, the prohibition of plunder and retaliation, the pledge of allegiance (bay ‘ah) by
newly converted Muslim men and women, the consolidation of the political and
religious authority of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), and the transformation of the
logic of power from tribal dominance to legitimate authority played a fundamental role
in promoting social cohesion and political unity throughout the Arabian Peninsula. The
study further demonstrates that the Conquest of Mecca provides a historical model for
conflict management, the reconstruction of social trust, and the establishment of
enduring cohesion. Beyond its historical significance, this model possesses practical
potential for analyzing social and political crises in contemporary pluralistic societies.
Keywords: Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Islamic History, Arabian Peninsula,
Conquest of Mecca, Islamic Unity.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The Conquest of Mecca in 1Y+ CE represents one of the most decisive turning points in the history
of Islam and the socio-political transformation of the Arabian Peninsula. Prior to the emergence of Islam,
Arabian society lacked a centralized political authority and was organized around autonomous tribal units
whose relations were largely regulated through kinship loyalties, tribal solidarity, and cycles of revenge.
Such a fragmented social structure hindered the emergence of broader political integration and sustained
a climate of insecurity and recurring conflict. Within this context, the Conquest of Mecca marked not
merely a military victory but the culmination of a long process of religious, social, and political change
initiated by the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). The event effectively dismantled the political supremacy of
Quraysh and initiated the transition from a tribal order to a unified religious community. The present study
examines how the Prophet’s policies during and after the conquest facilitated the movement of Arabian
society from fragmentation toward social cohesion and political unity. Using a descriptive-analytical
methodology based on primary historical sources and authoritative studies of Islamic history, the article
investigates the causal relationship between the Prophet’s actions and the subsequent formation of Islamic
unity. Historical evidence indicates that the conquest followed the violation of the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah
by Quraysh and their involvement in aggression against the Khuza‘ah tribe, allies of the Muslims. In
response, the Prophet mobilized a force of approximately ten thousand soldiers and advanced toward
Mecca through a carefully designed strategy aimed at minimizing bloodshed and preventing large-scale
confrontation (Ibn Hisham, )44¢; Al-Wagqidi, )3A%; Al-Tabari, Y+ +A; Ya‘qubi, Y+ +Y). The successful
and largely peaceful entry into Mecca demonstrated not only military superiority but also a new model of
governance grounded in restraint, legitimacy, and moral authority. Consequently, the conquest became
the foundation for a comprehensive transformation in the political culture of Arabia and established the
conditions necessary for the emergence of a unified Islamic community (Jafarian, Y+)); Zargari Nejad,
YouA).

One of the most influential measures adopted by the Prophet following the conquest was the
declaration of a general amnesty for the inhabitants of Mecca. Historical accounts consistently report that
despite decades of persecution, warfare, exile, and hostility directed against him and his followers, the
Prophet refrained from seeking revenge and instead proclaimed forgiveness through his famous statement,
“Go, for you are free” (Ibn Hisham, Y2 ¢). This policy represented a radical departure from the dominant
norms of tribal Arabia, where vengeance and collective retaliation were deeply embedded social practices.
The Prophet’s refusal to permit retaliatory violence prevented the perpetuation of intertribal hostilities and
significantly reduced the psychological barriers separating former adversaries from the emerging Muslim
polity. Even individuals who had committed serious offenses against Muslims, including prominent
opponents of Islam, received clemency and were granted the opportunity to reintegrate into society (Al-
Wagqidi, Y3A43; Azizi, Y+ +A). By replacing revenge with reconciliation, the Prophet transformed the
conquest from an act of domination into a process of social reconstruction. This approach weakened tribal
antagonisms, fostered trust among formerly hostile groups, and encouraged broad acceptance of the new
political order. The policy of forgiveness also reinforced Islamic ethical principles concerning mercy,
compassion, and human dignity, values that contributed to the legitimacy of the emerging state. Historical
evidence further demonstrates that following the conquest, numerous tribes voluntarily embraced Islam
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and aligned themselves with the authority of Medina, indicating that social integration was achieved not
through coercion but through the cultivation of trust and moral credibility (Al-Tabari, ¥+ + A; Saleh Ashraf,
Y44Y). As a result, the general amnesty can be understood as one of the principal mechanisms through
which Islamic unity was established and sustained in the aftermath of the conquest (Jafarian, Y+));
Motahhari, Y349),

A second fundamental dimension of the Prophet’s strategy was the destruction of idols and the
symbolic dismantling of the ideological foundations of the pre-Islamic order. Upon entering the Sacred
Mosque, the Prophet removed the idols that surrounded the Ka‘bah and publicly proclaimed the triumph
of truth over falsehood, thereby signaling the end of the religious system that had legitimized tribal
divisions and social inequalities (Al-Tabari, ¥+ +A; Ibn Hisham, ) 44 ¢). The elimination of approximately
three hundred and sixty idols from the sanctuary was not merely a religious act but a profound political
and cultural intervention aimed at redefining collective identity. Since many tribes maintained distinctive
deities that functioned as markers of tribal affiliation, the destruction of these symbols undermined the
ideological basis of tribal exclusivism and redirected loyalty toward a universal monotheistic framework
(Al-Waqidi, Y3A3; Ibn Abi Shaybah, Y3A%; Ibn al-Athir, Y44Y). The Prophet also dispatched
representatives to remove prominent idols in surrounding regions, extending the process of religious and
symbolic unification beyond Mecca itself (Al-Tabari, ¥+ + A; Al-Waqidi, Y 3A%). Through these measures,
the concept of the Ummah emerged as a comprehensive identity transcending lineage, tribal affiliation,
and local loyalties. The notion of a unified community grounded in shared belief became the primary
organizing principle of social life and political participation. This development reflected the broader
Islamic vision of unity emphasized in both Qur’anic teachings and Prophetic traditions concerning
solidarity among believers (Hosseini, Y 44A; Jomma, Y+ Y V). By replacing fragmented tribal identities with
a universal religious identity, the Prophet established the ideological foundations necessary for durable
social cohesion and political integration across the Arabian Peninsula (Jafarian, Y+ ; Khoshdel Mofarad,
YaYe,

Another crucial factor contributing to Islamic unity after the conquest was the consolidation of the
Prophet’s political and religious authority as the sole legitimate reference point for governance and dispute
resolution. Prior to the conquest, Mecca functioned as the center of Quraysh’s economic, political, and
religious influence, and control of the Ka‘bah served as a major source of tribal legitimacy (Ibn Hisham,
V44¢). The conquest effectively terminated this monopoly and transferred authority to a leadership
grounded not in lineage or tribal superiority but in divine legitimacy and ethical governance. Historical
reports indicate that tribes increasingly turned to the Prophet for arbitration, legal judgment, and political
guidance, demonstrating recognition of a new centralized authority capable of transcending local customs
and competing tribal norms (Ibn Hisham, Y34 ¢; Al-Tabari, Y+ +A). The establishment of a common legal
and moral framework reduced the prevalence of conflicting tribal traditions and facilitated the emergence
of a more coherent political order. Shared Islamic beliefs—including faith in God, prophethood,
revelation, and the Qur’an—provided an overarching framework that reinforced this authority and
promoted social cohesion among diverse groups (Leonard, Y+:)¢). The conquest thus represented a
decisive shift from decentralized tribal governance toward a system characterized by unified leadership
and collective responsibility. In sociopolitical terms, the Prophet’s authority functioned as a stabilizing
force that integrated previously fragmented communities into a common structure of governance while
simultaneously preserving ethical and religious principles. The consolidation of this political-religious
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authority was therefore indispensable to the formation of Islamic unity and the long-term stability of the
emerging Muslim community (Research Group of the Institute for Islamic Research, Y+ +V; Walawi,
Yool

The Prophet further strengthened social integration through the formal acceptance of allegiance
from newly converted men and women in Mecca. The process of bay‘ah symbolized entry into the Muslim
community and public commitment to the values and obligations of the new social order. Historical
sources record that the Prophet received allegiance from the men of Mecca and subsequently from groups
of women, including several prominent female figures from Quraysh (Ibn al-Athir, Y92Y; Al-Wagqidi,
Y4A4; Al-Tabari, Y+ +A). The inclusion of women in this process is particularly significant because it
demonstrated that membership in the emerging Islamic community was not restricted by tribal status or
gender. The Qur’anic foundation for women’s allegiance emphasized ethical conduct, social
responsibility, and obedience to righteous authority, thereby recognizing women as active participants in
communal life. By incorporating both men and women into a shared covenant, the Prophet reinforced a
collective identity rooted in faith rather than ancestry. At the same time, he prohibited looting and acts of
plunder despite expectations among some participants that military victory would result in material gains
(Al-Wagqidi, Y3A4%). This prohibition directly challenged longstanding tribal practices associated with
warfare and conquest. The rejection of plunder signaled that the purpose of the conquest was not
exploitation but reconciliation and social reconstruction. Such policies reassured the inhabitants of Mecca,
encouraged voluntary acceptance of Islam, and reinforced perceptions of justice and moral integrity. In
addition, the Prophet repeatedly emphasized the brotherhood and equality of Muslims, stressing that
believers constituted a single community united in rights and responsibilities regardless of tribal origin
(Al-Waqidi, Y3A%). These measures collectively contributed to the creation of a social environment
characterized by trust, inclusion, and mutual recognition, all of which were essential components of the
emerging Islamic unity (Al-Tabari, Y+ + A).

In conclusion, the Conquest of Mecca should be understood as a multidimensional process of
political transformation, social integration, and identity formation rather than merely a military
achievement. The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) employed a combination of reconciliation, ethical
leadership, symbolic transformation, institutional consolidation, and inclusive participation to guide
Arabian society from fragmentation toward cohesion. Through general amnesty, the dismantling of the
ideological foundations of tribal division, the establishment of a unified authority structure, the
incorporation of diverse social groups into the new community, and the promotion of equality and
collective responsibility, he created the foundations of a durable and expansive Islamic civilization. The
resulting transformation reshaped the social and political landscape of Arabia and enabled the emergence
of a unified community capable of transcending local loyalties and historical rivalries. Beyond its
historical significance, the experience of the Conquest of Mecca offers a valuable model for understanding
how societies divided by conflict can be reintegrated through justice, legitimacy, trust-building, and
inclusive governance. The event remains an enduring example of how ethical leadership can convert
military success into lasting social cohesion and collective identity.
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