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Philosophy of History:
A critical analysis of Hobsbawm's book on history

Seyyed Alireza Vasei'
Abstract

The comprehensive study of history as a science, which is
considered the philosophy of history, has received the attention of
many philosophical historians or historical philosophers in recent
years, and each of them has commented differently on it. Hobsbawm
is one of the contemporary thinker historians who in the book on
history, carefully discussed the philosophy of the science of history.
The main topics of this work are what is history, what are its
characteristics, how is it achieved, what is its function, and what is its
place in the geometry of human knowledge which the author has
handled well, but at the same time it can be subjected to criticism. The
following article tries to explain Hobsbawm's views with the method
of rational analysis by looking critically at the book and to answer the
central question of what level and credibility has his Historical
Perspective and what is its place and importance in the geometry of
historical knowledge. The article hypothesizes that he is influenced by
the perspective of historical materialism. However, he has considered
and analyzed categories related to history in a fair approach. Despite
the importance of Hobsbawm and his work in the field of historical
studies, no work has been written about him in Persian, so this article
can fill this gap and provide a suitable platform for further studies.

Keywords: Eric John Ernest Hobsbawm, Social history, On History,
Philosophy of history, Historical materialism.

1. Associate professor, Department of Islamic art and civilization, Islamic Sciences
and culture academy, Mashhad, Iran. a.vasei@isca.ac.ir
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