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Traditional bazaars were dynamic environments within the urban fabric that
accommodated multiple aspects of daily life. This study examines the
interaction between the architectural structure of the historic Hamedan Bazaar
and cultural and religious events and rituals, aiming to demonstrate how its
architectural and physical characteristics provided a suitable setting for the
continuity of such practices. The present research was conducted using a
qualitative approach, drawing on library-based sources and interviews with
long-standing merchants. The main research question investigates which
characteristics of the bazaar’s physical structure made it suitable for hosting
rituals. After identifying the events that took place within the bazaar, the study
analyzes the reciprocal relationship between the bazaar’s physical form and
these events. The findings indicate that alterations and destruction within the
bazaar’s physical structure, as well as changes to its components and
architectural elements, have contributed to the gradual decline of many cultural
and religious traditions. Conversely, the performance of rituals at different
scales and with varying levels of public participation has been among the
factors supporting the persistence of these traditions. Among the physical
characteristics that made the bazaar suitable for accommodating events were
its optimal location within the city, diverse functions, human-scale geometry
and proportions, centralized architectural organization, spatial openings,
appropriate circulation routes, pedestrian-oriented structure, and diverse
roofing systems.

Keywords: Cultural and religious rituals, Historic Hamedan Bazaar,
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The historic bazaar has long been recognized as one of the most significant institutions of
traditional Iranian urbanism, functioning not only as an economic center but also as a social, cultural,
religious, and civilizational arena. Within Iranian cities, bazaars represented dynamic environments in
which everyday life, collective memory, religious practices, and communal interactions converged. The
Historic Hamedan Bazaar, as one of the oldest commercial complexes in Iran, occupied a strategic position
within the urban core and throughout history played an influential role in shaping the cultural life of the
city. Theoretical discussions concerning cultural and civilizational values indicate that cultural values are
rooted in local traditions, customs, and beliefs, whereas civilizational values transcend temporal and
geographical boundaries and become shared achievements of humanity (Braudel, Y2%¢). Traditional
Iranian bazaar architecture embodies both categories simultaneously, preserving local cultural practices
while expressing broader civilizational principles of urban organization and social coexistence.
Hamedan’s location on historical commercial routes linking the Iranian Plateau to Mesopotamian
civilizations strengthened its role as a cultural and economic bridge and transformed its bazaar into a space
capable of accommodating diverse ethnic, religious, and social groups. The persistence of numerous
cultural and religious ceremonies within this environment demonstrates that the bazaar was not merely an
economic institution but also a civilizational framework capable of preserving social cohesion, cultural
continuity, and collective identity over long periods. Previous studies have examined the historical
development, spatial structure, and socio-economic significance of the Hamedan Bazaar from different
perspectives (Garoosin, Y347; Zarei, Y++A; Mohamadi Seresht, Y+)Y; Kiyahchin Maryan, Y:Y);
Sajjadzadeh & Sohrabi, Y+ Y)). Likewise, several researchers have documented local rituals, theatrical
traditions, religious ceremonies, and athletic customs in Hamedan (Jahanpur, Y+ +A; Ajang, Y+ +A; ‘Ebadi
& Kabudarahangi, Y« * A; Farzane, ¥+ +A; Jahanpur, Y+ )7; ‘Agelan, Y+ 7). However, limited attention has
been devoted to understanding the reciprocal relationship between the physical structure of the bazaar and
the continuation of cultural and religious events. This study addresses that gap by investigating how the
architectural and spatial characteristics of the Historic Hamedan Bazaar facilitated the preservation,
transmission, and performance of cultural and religious rituals between the Y3¢+sand Y4V +s.

The research employed a qualitative methodology designed to investigate non-quantifiable
phenomena associated with experience, memory, culture, and social practices. Qualitative inquiry
provides an appropriate framework for understanding cultural environments and reconstructing historical
experiences embedded within urban spaces (Bhangu et al.,, Y:YY). Data collection relied upon two
complementary sources. First, documentary and archival materials were reviewed to establish the
historical and theoretical context of the study. Second, extensive field investigations were conducted
within the Historic Hamedan Bazaar. Open-ended interviews were undertaken with long-standing
merchants possessing direct experience of the bazaar during the study period. Interview sessions were
intentionally conducted within the merchants’ workplaces in order to enhance memory recall and
contextual accuracy, following findings that environmental context significantly influences recollection
processes (Smith & Vela, Y+ +)). Interviews were organized in two stages. The first stage focused on
identifying the full range of cultural, religious, educational, social, and political events that had historically
occurred within the bazaar. After thematic saturation was achieved, a second stage was conducted across
six selected spatial zones of the bazaar, including caravanserais, timchehs, crossroads, and specialized
commercial corridors. A total of twenty-two interviews involving twenty participants were completed.
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The collected narratives were transcribed, categorized, and systematically analyzed. Through
triangulation, information mentioned consistently across at least three independent interviews was
retained as validated evidence, while isolated accounts lacking corroborating support were excluded.
Based on these findings, a comprehensive inventory of event locations was developed, enabling a detailed
examination of the relationship between specific spatial configurations and ritual activities. This
methodological strategy facilitated a nuanced understanding of how physical settings, circulation
networks, gathering spaces, and architectural elements contributed to the occurrence and continuity of
cultural and religious practices within the bazaar environment.

The findings reveal that the Historic Hamedan Bazaar hosted an exceptionally diverse spectrum
of cultural and religious events. Religious mourning ceremonies represented some of the most prominent
activities, particularly during Muharram and Safar, when the entire bazaar was transformed into a citywide
ceremonial center. Commercial activities were suspended, caravanserais were adapted to accommodate
large congregations, and processions moved through interconnected commercial corridors linking
important religious and civic spaces. The bazaar also hosted mourning ceremonies for respected religious
leaders and prominent local figures, illustrating its symbolic role as a communal space of collective grief
and solidarity (Este‘dadi, Y+ ¢; Bazariyan-e Hamedan, Y * YY). Ramadan introduced another layer of ritual
activity characterized by sermons, religious instruction, communal gatherings, and nighttime social events
organized within mosques and coffechouses. Religious festivals, especially the celebration of Mid-
Sha‘ban, transformed sections of the bazaar into festive environments decorated with lights, carpets,
flowers, banners, and temporary ceremonial structures (Ajang, Y+ +A; Bazariyan-e Hamedan, Y+ YY),
Seasonal festivities associated with Nowruz included performances such as Haji Firuz, Nowruz
recitations, and folk theatrical events that animated public spaces and strengthened community
participation. Traditional entertainment and folk performances were also widespread, including
storytelling, naqqali, pardeh-khani, puppet theater, acrobatic performances, ta‘ziyeh, and various forms of
popular entertainment (‘Ebadi & Kabudarahangi, ¥+ +A; ‘Agelan, Y +) 7). The bazaar further functioned as
a venue for public hospitality, charitable food distribution, athletic competitions, traditional sports,
apprenticeship-based education, literary gatherings, ethical instruction, and philanthropic activities
directed toward disadvantaged members of society. Beyond cultural functions, the bazaar played an
important role in information dissemination, political mobilization during the Islamic Revolution, and
support activities during the Iran—Iraq War period (Bazariyan-e Hamedan, Y+YY; Este‘dadi, Y+)%).
Together, these findings demonstrate the extraordinary functional diversity of the bazaar as a
multidimensional urban institution.

Analysis of the rituals themselves reveals several characteristics that contributed to their long-term
continuity and cultural resilience. One of the most significant features was their ability to operate
simultaneously across different scales. Some ceremonies involved thousands of participants and extensive
organizational networks, while others depended upon only a few individuals or even a single performer.
This scalability enabled rituals to remain adaptable under varying social and economic circumstances.
Equally important was the existence of multiple levels of participation. Individuals could engage directly
through organizing, performing, or sponsoring ceremonies, or indirectly through observation, attendance,
commercial closure, and symbolic support. Such flexibility expanded the social base of participation and
increased communal investment in ritual continuity. The findings further indicate that social inclusivity
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played a central role in sustaining these traditions. Although some activities were associated with
particular occupational groups or demographic categories, many rituals attracted participants from diverse
social backgrounds and fostered interaction among different segments of society. Another important factor
was intergenerational transmission. Rituals were preserved not merely through observation but through
active involvement of participants across different age groups, allowing cultural knowledge to be
transmitted through practice rather than formal instruction. The distinction between mobile and stationary
rituals also proved significant. Processions, religious parades, and seasonal performances moved through
the urban fabric and connected multiple spaces, while stationary events concentrated social activity within
specific locations such as caravanserai courtyards, mosques, and public squares. This combination of
mobility and spatial anchoring increased both visibility and accessibility, thereby reinforcing the social
significance and durability of cultural traditions over time.

The study further demonstrates that the architectural and spatial characteristics of the Historic
Hamedan Bazaar were instrumental in facilitating these events. The bazaar’s central location within the
city ensured accessibility, visibility, and security, making it a natural gathering place for residents from
different neighborhoods and social groups. Functional diversity was another decisive factor. The
coexistence of commercial establishments, religious institutions, educational facilities, coffeehouses,
residential quarters, baths, and caravanserais generated a continuous flow of users and created
opportunities for varied forms of social interaction. Architectural geometry and human-scale proportions
enhanced comfort, legibility, and usability, while repetitive spatial patterns contributed to coherence and
orientation (Zarei, Y++A; Kiyahchin Maryan, Y:Y)). The prevalence of centralized architectural
compositions, including courtyards, domed spaces, central water features, and radiating circulation
systems, naturally directed attention toward focal gathering areas suitable for ceremonies and
performances. Equally important were the spatial openings distributed throughout the bazaar. Large
caravanserai courtyards accommodated mass gatherings, whereas smaller squares and widened
intersections supported informal events and folk performances. The circulation network, characterized by
multiple interconnected routes and minimal dead ends, facilitated the movement of processions and large
crowds while reducing congestion. Pedestrian priority further enhanced the suitability of the environment
for cultural events, allowing public movement to occur without interference from transportation activities.
Temporary and permanent urban furnishings—including carpets, platforms, benches, tents, banners,
lighting systems, and ceremonial arches—enabled spaces to be rapidly adapted for different occasions.
These architectural qualities collectively transformed the bazaar into a highly flexible cultural
infrastructure capable of accommodating events ranging from intimate educational gatherings to large-
scale religious ceremonies.

The Historic Hamedan Bazaar functioned as far more than a commercial center; it served as a
comprehensive cultural ecosystem in which architecture, social interaction, religion, education,
philanthropy, and collective identity converged. The study demonstrates that the continuity of cultural and
religious rituals depended upon both social participation and the existence of architectural settings capable
of supporting diverse forms of communal activity. The reciprocal relationship between space and ritual
created a self-reinforcing process through which cultural practices enriched the significance of the built
environment, while the physical environment facilitated the reproduction of those practices. However,
modern interventions, urban restructuring, demolition of key architectural components, and changes in
patterns of social and economic life weakened this relationship and contributed to the decline of many
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traditional events. The loss of important caravanserais and connective spaces disrupted the spatial integrity
of the bazaar and reduced its capacity to function as a cultural venue. Nevertheless, the findings suggest
that revitalization efforts focused on preserving and restoring the bazaar’s historical spatial characteristics
could strengthen cultural continuity, enhance community engagement, and reinforce the historical identity
of the urban environment. The case of Hamedan illustrates the broader importance of integrating
architectural conservation with the preservation of intangible cultural heritage, demonstrating that
historical urban spaces achieve their greatest significance when physical structures and living traditions
remain interconnected.
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