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Power Discourse in the Qasi‘'a Sermon: The Position of
the People in Political Affairs from the Perspective of
‘All ibn Ab1 Talib (AS)

Maryam Khosroabadi'
Milad Ajami?
Abstract

The apparent content of the Qasi‘a sermon emphasizes the
avoidance of division and addresses topics such as the greatness of the
Lord, the condemnation of arrogance and pre-Islamic ethics, and the
complete models of faith; however, based on the theory of critical
discourse analysis by Foucault, this sermon exemplifies a new
discursive order within the structure of power. The research question
iIs how this new discursive order is derived from a sermon
characterized by sharp and critical language. An examination of the
"descriptive"”, "interpretive"”, and "explanatory" features of this sermon
shows that Imam ‘Ali (AS) recreated the power relations and the
position of political actors who challenged the "discursive order™" of
his caliphate with theological discussions (such as the bloody shirt of
‘Uthman, arbitration (Hakamiyat) and the slogan "there is no
command but God’s (12 hokm illa li-11ah)" or the claim of forced
allegiance (Bay‘ah) to him) based on a "new discourse" in order to
withstand any rebellion. The assassination of ‘Umar and ‘Uthman and
the subsequent wars during Imam ‘Ali's (AS) caliphate indicate the
weakening of the caliphate's position against other political
participants. Therefore, the added value of using this approach in a
deeper and multidimensional analysis of the Qasi‘a sermon is
understood, which, from the perspective of power relations and social

discourse, can enhance our understanding of the events of that time.

Keywords: ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (AS), Qasi‘a Sermon, Discursive
Order, Nahj al-Balagha.
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1. discourse analysis.
2. context of situation.


http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/islamhistory.1.52.3
https://journal.isihistory.ir/article-1-1439-en.html

[ Downloaded from journal.isihistory.ir on 2025-12-06 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/islamhistory.1.52.3]

5 ey lals SLaniS (ol S e 300 Labs 2 glagsS sl
358 o JSa S5l osoke 5 sl W6l SIS et e 3 i)
Y8 lon VY (il o) ditn b 5L s Ll s e 4

S (el Sl 5 (GleaiS (L 51 ST 5 el 5 Skl )
615 3,50 OS5 OleriS Lo olal r (4nslB) VY alas b ol 305 a3 S
ol ades ol sl odd Sl O] g 51 s e 5 llis ol 5o 5,8 8
B T > JV 0| PP Sv JUINCIN Y PO UL PR
o i AT s B e ool cansols alast 53 15,8 I s Ssge e 53
5 55Lasl gl sl S 3 B ol s iy 5 ke leniS
o=l 03 OlatiS 5 0L Sl ol (Shs a dialy 53 5 ea g 4 bl JloxiS
fmlos s S5 5l DL bl cales

598 Gl LS ol 8 fmgd 53 B e & slaakes 5l S cansls
Oblads Lol o5 5 5 e ) 355 Olej elanrt gla 2l 5 cNISCin (obS
s olabl KL s & ks cpl 5w, e Slle 5 085 .48 e asT
sl 5355 Ol DL S ol (glakols stins OL2S aSL cos 5 ol sla 51 ST
5 p3 e e 0T Il 5 adast pl e b ol angl 10 sl 0y
IS 5 e e o G ST s (6 568 oSS Dl (g oSS
G aS I 3355 e e (gl gie 5l edan 5 a3l S 4 Ll5
5 S ey L5 das e o3l e a5 S e sl glen s 3l 55,1 SIS 5 OlaziS
oolays e ol 5y dos s s ailey so |y elax bl 5 )8 LSy
33 S i8S O la by 5 SIS et

5 Flerrl Sk s oS cd SLs gladiliss 5 ol Sl slas sazme slns 4 Slazi
e e Sl 6 S et Sl S o VS 0,8 e S ol (S
Sl el e aaily e 5 JoleS 5 e e daly e OF (S) 50 b8 S
5 Gt e 80 S5 5 dw (Shyls 5l OlazdS o 1 .l (555,00 ¢ olaz

Ve Qt.mﬂ) ‘('J;J"l’-".‘é UL«J: gv.asﬁ..; Jl m/]'é)“g"%z

¢

M


http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/islamhistory.1.52.3
https://journal.isihistory.ir/article-1-1439-en.html

[ Downloaded from journal.isihistory.ir on 2025-12-06 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/islamhistory.1.52.3]

B Il o e ot 51 il g0l 3 2350 ol br ansls kot 55 5 OlaziS

*¢

v

ok syt o b OF olead 0 iasi ol sletli ol 395 &S ol €y
et el 5 S slaages (ilIS b anslr 5 ol el DlaxiS 6 S

O 953 ddiny
O Sty a5 5,5 2 gladle 53 GOIS 5 OlaniS (gl Lo (6,555
bl v ol 4 § g0 0313 s b ot ol la)lS 5 a3 S 5155
s Sembe 5 adidl el B mg laael 350 03 i (6558 o) A
53 QAP Sl 5 Glesgd i ol 1y s 5ylpe 015 o dhar 31 aCedlos o
s A OIS 5 55 ol S g 53 (g3l DS Loy Ui
Sssn (V) OLlSen 5 (ol ity 25l b s e sl
plie kel s DR, (L3IYAQ) O 5 o83 o((2IT44) 0L 5 S,
Ll dloals 515 e 2 550 (6 5id Sbaiims e 511 555 Ve 5o (U2VE4))
o 5 Dpdd Dleslio (gl Jolb SV caley C3L 5o b S )L LB
aolB adest 300 5 ol e e Lilessd Ve il IS gy Sl
sl 1SS il et wle (RS oS elanl sladet Olgieas | OF ol yon
o Slosbe 3 gt Sl Wi gL S G sze ades oS S st S

el S lesl oSS Gl annol adast 03503 2o L3 5o ke S Gosl 5 el

e C8UA (99 5o ;S S laulgs g Aeld ulgh olSula g ciualge
A Gallal oy
35 (DB Dl s gl 5 S Gl Sl Sl e (33 el ol
e S S5 Ml ol a2 L gl adds e e ol 1k Al
g o Blacls OB 25 L LTSS 550 03,5 Il s 0l (o S 51 85

«ML«_JUJJ_,.@J_ATJJ_»LQ»ASWUJ"\JquJS;y\Qw\eMM&UA


http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/islamhistory.1.52.3
https://journal.isihistory.ir/article-1-1439-en.html

[ Downloaded from journal.isihistory.ir on 2025-12-06 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/islamhistory.1.52.3]

I Sl e 5508 e 0350 4 Sudls S 1) A Sl s (EA (s3l)
2 et a5 S XS me |y sl s S L1 0 O B s L 4
O da ) (s u:‘t &S 1 esl gl 5 e o) HGIVLY cﬂb
Onlsd an aS o Sl e s sl bes albes L o dol il o S
e i sy ey slainr i gISis S Laday S Lais (s g o8T o5
&ijl\)pwjb}}MGHJ_“;.MJJUMQ‘(@LEJJQA)B
o s o (o a0, B b it (S
G b O 51U i sliS e 0l 5 aleal gl U 1y ool ol 45 gla L2sST
ol 5 iy S e (YVEANT ) dins JUaSH it 4 1) oS
i i bl 3l JSCa et ST s gl 1 p3 e wly s ekl
Sl b olee 5y 558 oo Lol iy b e Sl 5 A (ke Ji9) ner
s &l 8 b 635 5 S5l 50 S5l it £ QY
3 3L MLl slacalss S S Olgea Olate (e b 5 sl S8 s 5
Calespdee Jods a0l s S 5 503 hajse 5o Dsldd 4 ) s e i
B Sob S 158 Al oLl )y L, 5 el s ke gl
O LS ol 3 3 01,03 L 5l 03,8 s (VY (g5
Fomb dy S5 eall bl e 5 Sl o &S by gl 3 aedd (A
by e Lo Sld gl 45 ol 35 (ol ek 038 B b s A 0
5,5 oo 53l Olaze (08T ( psin) A o oslad g Sojllas oS Glamslr Lo
A3l e a3 il Olades S S e s 3 sy ) ESG 1 Sl il e S
3 258 dad Dbk |z o 0315l | pluS e 5l el 4(olab 5 U 3l
5 P e 5 0L OF 53 a8 35 ol el (OVF e l) S

ST g5 b s QS aiS ansld 5l 3 o dd b 3 0 Sl 45 alags5 s )

1. Background Knowledge.
2.Non- dominant political Rivals.
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1. Pluralistic institutions.
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