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The Khosravi family, one of the scholarly and religious families residing in
Hamadan, played a pivotal role in linking religious knowledge with traditional
medicine. This study was conducted to examine the continuity of the family's
dual identity as physician-clerics and to explain the mechanisms through which
they preserved their scientific and social authority during the transition to
modern medicine. The principal research question concerns how this family
maintained its position in both the religious and medical spheres. It appears
that the intergenerational transmission of knowledge within the family,
adaptation to emerging institutional structures, and the combination of
religious credibility with scientific competence to strengthen public trust were
instrumental in preserving the family's religious and scholarly status. This
research employs a qualitative approach based on medical texts, family
documents, oral interviews, and archival sources. The findings indicate that the
family's authority endured through knowledge transmission, institutional
legitimization, and social trust derived from the integration of religious
heritage and medical expertise. This pattern reflects a constructive interaction
between tradition and modernity in Iran.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The article discusses the social status and scientific legacy of the Khosravi family of Hamadan, a
distinguished lineage of physician-clerics whose historical significance lies in their ability to unite
religious authority, traditional medicine, and social service within a single familial institution. The history
of Hamadan as one of the oldest centers of Iranian civilization provided fertile ground for the emergence
of scholarly families whose influence extended across religious, educational, and medical domains. Within
this context, the Khosravi family represents an exceptional example of the integration of Islamic
scholarship and healing practices, illustrating how local elites could function simultaneously as custodians
of faith and providers of healthcare. Originating from the line of Musavi Sayyids and tracing their ancestry
to Imam Musa al-Kazim, the family migrated from Herat to Hamadan during the nineteenth century and
gradually established itself as a respected household engaged in medicine, religious education, and public
welfare. Their dual identity as “physician-clerics” enabled them to occupy a unique position in the social
fabric of Hamadan, where religious legitimacy reinforced medical authority and vice versa. The present
study seeks to explain how this family preserved its status across generations despite the profound
institutional and intellectual transformations associated with the rise of modern medicine in Iran.
Particular attention is devoted to the mechanisms of intergenerational knowledge transmission, adaptation
to changing administrative structures, and the maintenance of public trust through the fusion of religious
and scientific credentials. Theoretical discussions concerning family-based transmission of expertise,
symbolic capital, social legitimacy, and institutional adaptation provide the analytical framework for the
study. Methodologically, the research employs a historical case-study design supported by qualitative
analysis of archival documents, family records, oral-history interviews, medical manuscripts, and official
administrative sources. The study follows the logic of historical case-study research and thematic analysis,
allowing the reconstruction of recurring patterns in education, professional practice, and institutional
interaction within the family network (Yin, ¥+ ) ¢; Braun & Clarke, Y+ 7).

A central theme of the study is the family’s genealogy, migration history, and settlement pattern
in Hamadan. According to family narratives and local historical sources, the Khosravi lineage descends
from Muhammad ibn Musa al-Kazim, known as Sabz-Qaba, and therefore belongs to the Musavi branch
of the Prophet’s descendants. This ancestral affiliation provided the family with a significant reservoir of
symbolic and religious capital, enhancing their social legitimacy within the predominantly Shi‘i
environment of Iran. Historical accounts indicate that the family’s ancestors initially resided in Dezful
before migrating eastward to Herat as a consequence of political pressures and anti-Sayyid sentiments.
Subsequent generations remained in Herat until political instability, ethnic tensions, insecurity, and
foreign intervention encouraged migration toward central Iran. Some members settled in Tehran, whereas
others selected Hamadan because of its favorable climate, active religious institutions, commercial
vitality, and demand for traditional medical services (Feyzi, Y:+9%; Sadra, Y34A). Upon arrival in
Hamadan, the family established residences and medical facilities in strategically important
neighborhoods located near markets and religious shrines. Medical offices, herbal pharmacies, and
treatment centers associated with the Khosravi family were concentrated around areas such as Darb-e
Hakimkhaneh, Shahzadeh Hossein Shrine, and Hallajkhaneh. Their proximity to commercial and
devotional spaces facilitated direct interaction with a broad spectrum of urban and rural clients,
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contributing substantially to the consolidation of their professional and social influence (Qaragozlou,
Y. .#; Sadra, V43A). This geographical positioning was not merely practical but also symbolic, situating

medical practice within the heart of the city’s religious and commercial life and reinforcing the perception
that healing, piety, and public service were inseparable dimensions of the family’s identity. Through these
processes, the Khosravi family became embedded in Hamadan’s urban culture as a trusted intermediary
between sacred authority and everyday healthcare.

The medical activities of the Khosravi family constituted another pillar of their enduring
prominence. The family preserved a hereditary tradition of herbal medicine, pharmacy, and therapeutic
practice, operating herbal dispensaries and treatment centers that supplied complex medicinal compounds
for digestive, respiratory, dermatological, and ophthalmological disorders. Their medical knowledge
combined the study of classical texts such as Avicenna’s Canon and Zakhireh-ye Khwarazmshahi with
practical clinical experience, thereby embodying the classical Iranian model of integrating theoretical
learning and empirical observation (Feyzi, Y+ +?). Family traditions indicate that Sayyid Khosrow, an
early patriarch, maintained extensive contacts with Indian physicians and incorporated Indian medical
knowledge into a therapeutic framework influenced by Galenic, Hippocratic, Avicennian, and Indo-
Persian traditions. He reportedly established a laboratory within his residence and supervised a group of
specialists engaged in medical experimentation (Barjasteh et al., Y+ )¢; Parvazi, Y+ Y®). The family also
became known for performing sophisticated medical procedures uncommon among traditional
practitioners. Dr. Seyyed Ahmad Ali Khosravi, who practiced medicine for nearly eight decades,
reportedly conducted glaucoma surgery using a temporal approach, removed pterygium with techniques
minimizing recurrence, performed nasal polyp operations, and treated cataracts, abscesses, and skin
lesions using traditional surgical methods (Barjasteh et al., ¥ +) £). His diagnostic expertise relied heavily
on pulse examination and clinical observation, skills inherited from earlier generations such as his
grandfather, who was reputed to have practiced medicine for a century (Ghaffari et al., Y +V; Khosravi,
Y+ +9). Historical studies of Iranian ophthalmology confirm that such practices possessed deep roots
within indigenous medical traditions and reflected a broader legacy of innovation in Persian medical
science (Javadi & Tabatabai, Y+ )9).

The preservation of medical knowledge within the Khosravi family depended heavily upon a
structured system of intergenerational transmission. Education was primarily organized through an
apprenticeship model in which younger family members acquired expertise directly from fathers, uncles,
and senior relatives while simultaneously studying classical medical literature and participating in
practical clinical work. This dual emphasis on textual learning and experiential training enabled the family
to sustain continuity in medical practice across multiple generations (Ghaffari et al., Y+ )V; Sadra, Y194A).
Equally important was the family’s ability to adapt to the emergence of modern administrative and medical
institutions during the twentieth century. As the Iranian state introduced licensing requirements and
regulatory structures for healthcare professionals, members of the Khosravi family actively sought official
recognition. Seyyed Ali Akbar Khosravi successfully obtained a formal medical license from the Ministry
of Education after presenting testimonials from citizens and endorsements from leading physicians in
Hamadan. Other family members, including Dr. Seyyed Ahmad Ali Khosravi and Dr. Seyyed
Abdolhossein Khosravi, acquired official licenses and later joined the Medical Council, thereby
integrating traditional medicine into the legal framework of modern healthcare (National Library and
Archives of Iran; Parvazi, Y+ Y°). Dr. Ahmad Ali Khosravi received one of the earliest medical registration
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numbers in Iran, while Dr. Abdolhossein Khosravi formally entered the modern medical profession after
relocating to Tehran (Ghaffari et al., Y+)V). Their participation in university environments further
strengthened this process. Ahmad Ali Khosravi studied at Jundishapur University and later continued his
medical education at the University of Tehran, where he eventually taught and assisted faculty members
in solving medical problems (Ghaffari et al., Y+)V; Feyzi, Y+ + ). Invitations extended to family members
to teach Avicenna’s Canon at the University of Tehran demonstrate the recognition of their expertise by
modern academic institutions (Heydari et al., Y+)7). These developments reveal a deliberate strategy of
selective adaptation through which the family maintained its traditional identity while acquiring
institutional legitimacy within the modern state.

Religious scholarship constituted an equally important dimension of the family’s social authority.
The symbolic capital associated with their status as Musavi Sayyids was reinforced through sustained
participation in religious education, teaching, and jurisprudential scholarship. Members of the family
studied in the seminaries of Hamadan and Qom, maintaining close relationships with prominent clerics
and scholars. Seyyed Mohammad Ali Khosravi attained a scholarly level approaching ijtihad and
combined advanced religious studies with expertise in traditional medicine, astronomy, anatomy,
geomancy, and other sciences. His descendants continued this intellectual legacy, with figures such as
Seyyed Mohammad Hossein Khosravi obtaining authorization for ijtihad and establishing close scholarly
relationships with major religious authorities (Javaher-Kalam, Y+ +Y; Feyzi, Y++%). The simultaneous
pursuit of religious and medical knowledge generated a distinctive form of authority that extended beyond
either domain individually. Patients and community members viewed the family not only as healthcare
providers but also as moral guides, legal advisors, and mediators in social disputes. The title “physician-
cleric” reflected a broader conception of wisdom that united bodily and spiritual well-being. During
medical consultations, family members frequently addressed religious, ethical, and legal questions raised
by patients, thereby transforming clinical encounters into comprehensive acts of guidance and care.
Religious teachings were also incorporated into therapeutic recommendations concerning diet, hygiene,
and lifestyle, increasing patient compliance and strengthening trust (Khosravi, Y 1VY). This integration of
religious and medical functions created what may be described as a holistic model of authority in which
healing the body and guiding the soul were regarded as complementary responsibilities. Such a model
contributed significantly to the family’s enduring reputation within the collective memory of Hamadan
and reinforced their position as mediators between scientific knowledge and religious values. (Feyzi,
Y+ +4; Khosravi, VYY)

The findings of this study demonstrate that the long-term success of the Khosravi family rested
upon the interaction of four mutually reinforcing forms of capital: genealogical prestige derived from
Sayyid lineage, religious authority acquired through scholarly achievement, professional expertise rooted
in traditional medicine, and social trust cultivated through sustained service to the community. Rather than
perceiving modern medicine as a threat, the family pursued a strategy of selective adaptation that enabled
them to preserve inherited traditions while participating in emerging institutional structures. Their
experience challenges conventional narratives that portray the modernization of medicine in Iran as a
process characterized primarily by conflict between tradition and modernity. Instead, the history of the
Khosravi family reveals a dynamic process of negotiation, reinterpretation, and coexistence in which
traditional medical knowledge retained relevance by aligning itself with legal regulations, educational
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institutions, and evolving professional standards. The concept of the physician-cleric emerges from this
analysis as a valuable analytical framework for understanding similar families and local elites elsewhere
in Iran. Through their ability to combine religious legitimacy, scholarly learning, therapeutic competence,
and institutional adaptability, the Khosravi family created a durable model of social leadership that
persisted across generations and historical transformations. Their legacy illuminates the broader historical
relationship between religion, medicine, and society in modern Iran and demonstrates how local actors

could function as cultural intermediaries during periods of profound social change.
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